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Purpose: This study aimed to explain the concept of “study” in curriculum studies.
Article Info Methods: The dominant approach of this research is qualitative and it uses an
Exploratory Library Research method. The sources of data collection for this
Article type: research are books, articles, and written works on the subject. After reviewing and
Research Paper studying the selected sources according to the purpose of the research, the necessary
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identity of the curriculum, study means understanding and reinterpreting political
messages and a tool for liberation. In the autobiographical identity of the curriculum,
Corresponding Author: reading means self-knowledge and redefining individual identity. In the
Morteza Bazdar Qamchi-Qayeh phenomenological identity of the curriculum, study is a deep and human activity, the
formation and reconstruction of identity. Also, in the feminist identity of the
Email: curriculum, study is a process of highlighting marginal voices, confronting gender
M.Bazdar@cfu.ac.ir norms. In the aesthetic identity of the curriculum, this concept also includes the
process of engaging with emotions, recognizing the inner world of oneself and
others, and finally, in the postmodern identity of the curriculum, it means the
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Conclusion: In general, study, in addition to mechanical or superficial meaning, is considered
as a complex and multidimensional process that includes cognitive, social, cultural, and
linguistic aspects and is considered as a tool for self-study.

Curriculum,
Curriculum Identities

Introduction

Throughout human history, education has consistently held a more prominent position than any other social
activity, as the realization of human potential and the attainment of growth and perfection depend on the
processes enacted through educational practice. Proper and well-structured education can pave the way for
healthier, more informed, and more prosperous lives, whereas neglecting individual needs and characteristics or
employing inappropriate principles and methods may lead to decline and serious harm in both individual and
social life.

Within this context, the curriculum stands as one of the fundamental components of the educational system,
playing a decisive role in the quality of learning. The curriculum functions as a roadmap that outlines
educational objectives, learning content, and the pathways through which learners can achieve them. It guides
teachers and students in understanding what should be learned and how the learning process should be
organized. Moreover, the field of curriculum studies, as a major branch of educational sciences, is concerned
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with examining, designing, developing, evaluating, and revising curricula. It encompasses a wide range of
topics, including the philosophy of education, instructional goals, teaching methods, educational content, and
assessment practices. The primary aim of this field is to enhance the quality of teaching and learning by
developing effective curricula that respond to individual and societal needs. Although curriculum planning is one
of the essential activities within this discipline, contemporary curriculum studies extend beyond routine
administrative tasks and engage with the analysis of fundamental and multidimensional concepts.

One such concept is Study, which holds extensive significance within curriculum studies. Study is regarded
as the most essential tool of education, enabling learners to acquire knowledge and understanding across various
domains of life. Study marks the beginning of education, and education marks the beginning of human
development; thus, the transition from ignorance to awareness and enlightenment begins with reading and
writing. These two skills form the foundation of human consciousness, insight, and cognition. In authoritative
sources, reading is defined as the ability to comprehend written and printed words and is considered one of the
primary means of acquiring knowledge. Furthermore, in curriculum studies, reading is not viewed merely as a
mechanical activity but as a complex and multidimensional process encompassing cognitive, linguistic, cultural,
and social dimensions. Through this process, individuals interpret, analyze, and construct meaning from written
and oral texts.

Methods

The present study adopts a qualitative research approach and employs an exploratory library-based method. The
data for this research are collected from books, scholarly articles, and other written documents related to the
subject. After selecting the relevant sources and reviewing them in accordance with the research objectives, the
necessary data are gathered, organized, and presented to address the main research question. In other words, this
study is structured within a qualitative framework—an approach that seeks not to measure phenomena
quantitatively, but rather to achieve a deep, interpretive, and multilayered understanding of the topic under
investigation.

Accordingly, the exploratory library method is used as the primary technique for data collection and analysis.
This method enables the researcher to systematically search, examine, and critically analyze written sources in
order to identify the theoretical, conceptual, and historical dimensions of the issue. To this end, a wide range of
materials—including books, scientific articles, research documents, reports, and other credible written sources
related to the topic—are selected and reviewed. Following the selection of sources, the researcher conducts a
thorough reading and content analysis to extract data relevant to the research objectives. These data are then
organized, categorized, and interpreted based on the central research question. This analytical process allows the
researcher to identify existing knowledge gaps, develop a comprehensive and evidence-based understanding of
the issue, and ultimately provide a coherent and well-substantiated response to the main research question—one
that can also contribute to future studies and the expansion of theoretical literature in the field.

Results

Study, while commonly understood as a cognitive skill, carries additional meanings within the field of
curriculum studies. The curriculum embodies multiple identities, including political, autobiographical,
phenomenological, feminist, aesthetic, and postmodern identities. Within the political identity of the curriculum,
study refers to the interpretation and reinterpretation of political messages and serves as a tool for empowerment
and liberation. In the autobiographical identity of the curriculum, study signifies self-understanding and the
redefinition of one’s personal identity. In the phenomenological identity, study is viewed as a profound human
activity through which identity is formed and reconstructed. Similarly, within the feminist identity of the
curriculum, study functions as a means of amplifying marginalized voices and challenging gender norms. In the
aesthetic identity, the concept of study encompasses engaging with emotions and understanding one’s inner
world as well as that of others. Finally, within the postmodern identity of the curriculum, study is understood as
the interpretation and reconstruction of meaning by the reader, involving questioning, deconstruction, and the
notion of the “death of the author.”

Conclusions

Overall, study is understood not merely as a mechanical or surface-level activity, but as a complex and
multidimensional process encompassing cognitive, social, cultural, and linguistic dimensions, and it is
regarded as a tool for self-inquiry. In the political identity of the curriculum, the concept of “Study” refers to a
form of interaction and interpretation through which learners engage with the texts, contents, and messages
embedded within the curriculum. This notion is primarily examined within critical educational theories and
cultural studies, emphasizing the learner’s ability to understand, analyze, and reinterpret the ideological and
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political messages conveyed by the curriculum. In this sense, reading is viewed as a social and political
process in which learners actively interact with content and construct meaning within their own cultural,
social, and political contexts. Such study goes beyond mere comprehension of text and involves critical
reflection on the hidden ideologies and assumptions underlying the curriculum. Within the autobiographical
identity of the curriculum, study involves examining and interpreting the meanings embedded in lived
experiences, which can contribute to the formation of both personal and collective identity. Here, study is not
limited to written texts; rather, it encompasses “Study life” and uncovering the meaning of personal
experiences within educational contexts. This perspective emphasizes that learning and curriculum should not
only transmit knowledge but also provide opportunities for self-understanding, reflection, and the
reconstruction of individual and collective identity. Similarly, in the phenomenological identity of the
curriculum, study is not considered an instrumental activity but a bridge to the world of meaning and lived
experience—a perspective that can fundamentally reshape approaches to curriculum design and
implementation. In the feminist identity of the curriculum, the concept of reading supports the development of
individual capacities for questioning, critique, and reconsideration of dominant social and cultural norms. This
form of study encourages learners to approach texts not merely with acceptance but with an awareness of
underlying ideologies and structures of power. In the aesthetic identity of the curriculum, study serves as a
means for cultivating critical thinking, creativity, and deeper engagement with texts and the arts, thereby
enriching the learning experience and fostering students’ cultural and artistic identities. Finally, within the
postmodern identity of the curriculum, study is no longer a passive activity in which the reader uncovers a
predetermined meaning; instead, it becomes a creative, interpretive, and context-dependent process in which
the reader and the text mutually shape one another.
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