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Abstract

Objective: The evaluation of information literacy is essential for the enhancement of educational
quality. It allows educators to assess students' foundational competencies and the efficacy of their
teaching strategies while offering constructive feedback. This study aims to introduce and compare
various types of rubrics—including holistic, single-point, and analytical rubrics—developed for
the assessment of students' information literacy. A pilot implementation of these rubrics will
facilitate this comparative analysis.

Method: This research adopts an action research methodology. Through a comprehensive review
of pertinent literature and interviews with 16 educators from three private schools located in
District 2 of Tehran, we formulated different rubric types. This methodology resulted in a diverse
array of assessment tools for evaluating students"information literacy, which were subsequently
piloted with 19 4, 5 and 6 grades students.

Findings: The findings underscore the distinct advantages of each rubric type in delineating
students' performance levels. Depending on the specific evaluative objectives established by the
instructor, any of these rubrics,can be effectively employed. The holistic rubric provides a succinct
summary assessment in a single-word format, whereas the analytical rubric delivers a more
comprehensive breakdown through specific descriptive elements. The single-point rubric
facilitates targeted feedback, enabling students to focus on particular areas for improvement. The
appropriate application of these tools can significantly enhance the quality of information literacy
education through precise assessments and constructive feedback.

Conclusion: The primary advantage of utilizing rubrics for the evaluation of students prior to,
during, and following informatien literacy instruction lies in the establishment of clear and specific
expectations. This clarity enhances students' concentration on tasks while maintaining the integrity
of the educational process. In.addition to providing national and regional frameworks for rubric
development, it is imperative that rubrics be continuously refined to align with instructional
practices.

Keywords: Scoring indicators, information literacy education, information literacy assessment,
evaluation of information literacy, second-grade elementary school, feedback.
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Introduction

Assessment is fundamental to educational decision-making and is the most effective way to
facilitate learning. Evaluating information literacy can improve educational quality and the
assessment of information literacy in academic settings. It is crucial for instructors of information
literacy to accurately assess students' basic skills and the effectiveness of their teaching, while also
providing constructive feedback. There are various methods for assessing information literacy,
such as surveys, essay writing, portfolio evaluations, multiple-choice tests, observations,
simulations, self-assessments, and rubrics.

A rubric is a scoring tool that outlines specific criteria related to an assignment, evaluation, or
learning outcome, clearly defining potential levels of success in an objective manner. Rubrics help
educators communicate their expectations to students and assess their work fairly and efficiently.
Ultimately, rubrics can offer valuable feedback on students' strengths and weaknesses, allowing
them to reflect on their performance and identify areas for improvement. This paper discusses
different types of rubrics—including holistic, single-point, and analytical rubrics—for assessing
students' information literacy and compares these types through apilot implementation.

Method

This study employs an action research methodology for its design. By reviewing textbooks and
interviewing 16 teachers from three private schools in District 2 of Tehran, various rubric types
were developed. This approach not only created diversetools for evaluating students' information
literacy but also allowed for a comparison of these rubric types in a pilot assessment involving 19
elementary students(4 to 6 grades). The action research phases followed the model proposed by
David Coghlan and Brannick (2005), which includes Constructing (the need for varied assessment
methods for information literacy during ‘instruction), planning the action (exploring different
assessment methods through textbook andteacher guide books, teacher discussions, assessment
records, and studying various rubrics), taking action (designing and creating three types of rubrics),
and evaluating action(using theudifferent rubrics to assess students' information literacy and
comparing their effectiveness).

Findings

The findings highlight the strengths of each rubric type in representing students' performance
levels. Depending,on the instructor's evaluation objectives, any of the relevant rubric types can be
effectively utilized. The holistic rubric provides a summary assessment in a single-word format,
while “the analytical-descriptive rubric offers a more detailed evaluation through specific
descriptive_elements. The single-point rubric provides targeted opportunities for students to
address issues and enhance their performance. When used appropriately, these tools can
significantly improve the quality of information literacy education through accurate assessments
and constructive feedback.

Conclusions

The comparative analysis of student assessments utilizing the three developed rubrics reveals that
the holistic rubric serves as an effective overall representation of student work for educators and
administrators. Conversely, the analytical-descriptive rubrics provide a more nuanced and detailed
account of student performance. Notably, the single-point rubric highlights areas for improvement
and 1dentifies shortcomings more distinctly.
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The design of all three rubric types requires ongoing revision to address identified deficiencies and
to refine the criteria and descriptions contained within them, ensuring alignment with the
instructional content and the competencies expected of students. A primary benefit of employing
rubrics for the evaluation of students before, during, and after information literacy instruction is
the establishment of clear and specific expectations. This clarity enhances students' focus on their
tasks while preserving the integrity of the educational process. Throughout the course, students are
afforded the opportunity to engage in self-assessment against the defined indicators, thereby
improving the quality of their work. Additionally, students are provided with a clear framework
for enhancing their current performance, which empowers them to take more deliberate steps
toward their personal development.
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