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Abstract

Purpose: This study was performed to investigate the publication status of
Iranian scientific journals with regard to scope, organizational affiliation,
scientific level, publication language, electronic publication, and full-text access,
either free or paid.

Methodology: The evaluative research method has been used in this study.
A checklist was employed for collection of data related to scope, organizational
affiliation, and scientific level. The samples included journals with scientific-
research and scientific-promotional status approved by the National Scientific
Journals Supervision Commission (Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology) and the National Medical Science Journals Commission (Ministry
of Health and Medical Education). Descriptive and inferential statistics were
used for data analysis.

Findings: As the results show, more than 530 scientific journals are
published in Iran, most of which are affiliated with state-run universities and
research institutes. Regarding the access status, only about 40% of the journals
allow free access to full-text articles via their websites; medical journal had
better status in this regard.

Originality/Value: Publication of scientific journals is one of the most
significant indexes of scientific development. Therefore, quality and quantity of
the journals published in a country can be used as an index for assessing the
leve{ of scientific activities in a country or a certain community. The present
study is the first of its type to investigate the publication status of Iranian
scientific journals as well as their electronic publication status and free access to
their articles.

~Keywords: Scientific journals; Scientific journal publication; Electronic
publication; Scientific relation; Iran; Free access

Research on Information Science and Public Libraries
The Quarterly Journal of Iran Public Libraries Foundation ISSN:1027-7838
Indexed in ISC  Vol. 17, No.1, Successive No. 64 spring 2011



